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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To uniformly distribute the discharge 
probability for the entire interior of a discharge cell, by forming the 
width of a discharge slit between a pair of electrodes located within 
the discharge cell is formed widely at the central part of the 
discharge cell, and narrowly in the vicinity of its partition wall. 
SOLUTION: The width of a discharge slit between a pair of sustained 
electrodes X, Y located within a discharge cell H is formed so as to 
be wide as the discharge slit width S2 at the center of the discharge 
cell H, and so as to be almost elliptically and gradually narrower as it 
approaches from the center to the periphery, that is, as it approaches 
a partition wall 29, and eventually becoming equal to the discharge slit 
width S1. Potential difference is impressed between the electrode Y 
and an address electrode among a pair of sustained lectrodes X, Y, 
and an address discharge is generated for forming charges, further 
the charges are reversed between both electrodes to generate a main 
discharge. By forming the sustained electrodes X, Y in this way, it is 
possible to uniformly distribute the discharge probability within the 
discharge cell, and prevent the deterioration of the protective film of 
the central part of the discharge cell earlier than the peripheral part. 
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